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as deliberately forwarding the cause of Catholicism.
Despite the urgent messages of the king, who was
deeply involved with the German Protestants, the
Commons refused to grant supplies until grievances
had been redressed, and the first Parliament of the
reign was dissolved. Before the second Parliament
met,"*.Charles attempted to gain popularity by a
spirited foreign policy. A large armament was des-
patched to Spain, but it was altogether unsuccessful.
Its leader, Edward Cecil (Lord Wimbledon), was
hopelessly incompetent; the soldiers, who were
landed near Cadiz, only distinguished themselves by
getting intoxicated, and the failure to take that
town was followed by an equally futile effort to
capture some American gold-ships (1625). "Far from
winning popularity for the king, the expedition
merely served to irritate the people still more,
partly owing to its complete failure, partly owing
to the arbitrary manner in which the necessary
supplies had been raised.

When, therefore, Parliament met, the Commons
insisted more vigorously than ever upon the necessity
of redress for their grievances, and appointed com-
mittees to inquire into abuses both in Church and
State. They further began to attack Buckingham,
and, despite the royal declaration that the minister
had acted according to the king's wishes, and that
therefore his doings ought not to be called in ques-
tion, they proceeded to impeach him. Angry at this
conduct, Charles again dissolved his Parliament, and
made his first attempt to rule without one. To sup-
ply the necessary funds, tonnage and poundage were